


EL SALVADOR

EDUCATION:

RANKED
Although nearly all Salvadoran children have basic schooling, few go on 85
to advanced study

El Salvador enrols 94% of children in primary school, which is in the top half of the Index. However, less than two-
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thirds of children attend secondary education. and only a quarter are enrolled in tertiary education: both rates
are well below global averages. Although El Salvador enrols roughly equal numbers of girls and boys in primary 6 Canada
schools, classes typically have 31 pupils for every teacher. which may diminish the quality of education. In a 2010 10 United States
survey, 76%™* of Salvadorans said they were happy with their schools, placing EI Salvador in the top 40 for this
variable, yet only 52%* thought that their children had sufficient opportunities to learn and grow, thus placing 29 Uruguay
El Salvador 93rd in the Index for this variable. The average Salvadoran worker has just over 1year of secondary .
ducati - : ~ i 31 Chile
education, and barely seven months of tertiary education, both of which are significantly below global averages.
34 Costa Rica
HEALTH: RANKED
Despite the limitations of El Salvador’s healthcare system, its citizens 68 27 e
feel relatively healthy 39 Argentina
Salvadorans’ basic health is poor by global standards, but largely in line with regional averages. Citizens have a 42 Brazil
hea\t.h adjusted. life expectancy of 61. years. a figurg that is be!ow the international average. The infaQt mortality 47 Trinidad and Tobago
rate is 1.5%. while 9% of the population is malnourished, placing the country 54th and 69th, respectively, on these
variables. At 95%. the proportion of young children that are vaccinated against measles places EI Salvador 36th in 53 Mexico
the Index. However, only 91% of children are vaccinated against other infectious diseases. which is less impressive .
byi ) . . 55 Jamaica
y international standards, suggesting average levels of preventative healthcare overall. However, El Salvador
spends just 410 USD (PPP) per capita on healthcare, which is significantly below the global average, and as a result, 56 Belize
infrastructure is underdeveloped. The availability of hospital beds places just 86th in the Index, and just 87% of the
population have access to improved sanitation facilities, placing the country 62nd on this variable. Little over seven 57 Paraguay
out of 10* people are happy with the quality of their water, however, the incidence of tuberculosis and the rate of 61 Colombia
deaths from respiratory diseases are both slightly lower than average. Despite the mediocre performance of their
healthcare system, subjective health assessments are more positive: over eight in 10* Salvadorans say they are 68 Peru
happy with their heal?h and only »21%?‘ claim to suffer from debilitat\'ng health problems. Performance on mental 7 Dominican Republic
health measures is mixed: over eight in 10* people report feeling well-rested. However, 41%* stated that they had
worried for a significant period the day prior to being surveyed. In addition. only 69%* of people are happy with 73 Venezuela
their physical environment. 77 El Salvador
SAFETY & SECURITY: RANKED 83 Ecuador
El Salvador’s violent crime and demographic instability leads many
professionals to emigrate 74 84 Guatemala
85 Bolivia
El Salvador has a number of potential dangers to national security: it has an above average number of refugees A
and internally displaced people, and an elevated number of groups with grievances caused by past or present 86 Nicaragua
injustices. Although there were no reports of civil and ethnic strife in 2010, there were some reports of state- 87 MoreluEs

sponsored political violence. In a 2010 survey. the proportion of Salvadorans who reported not feeling safe

to express their political views was below average. In addition, El Salvador has one of the 25 worst rates of
demographic instability resulting from border disputes, ownership or occupancy of land, access to transportation
outlets, control of religious or historical sites, or proximity to environmental hazards. El Salvador also places
among the bottom 25 countries for its relatively high levels of human flight, as many professionals and intellectuals
seek a more prosperous life abroad. Levels of crime are relatively high: 177%™ of Salvadorans said they had been
assaulted in the year prior to the survey and 19% had been the victims of theft; the country places 101st and 78th,
respectively, on these variables. The fact that only 45%* felt safe walking the streets at night reflected this.

PERSONAL FREEDOM:

RANKED

Salvadorans do not have full control over their own lives, but they are fairly open to ‘outsiders’ 66

El Salvador’s government places a number of restrictions upon its citizens’ civil liberties and freedoms, including rights of expression. belief. and personal autonomy.
Only 67%* of Salvadorans are content with how much freedom they have to choose the course of their lives, which places the country 76th on the Index. Reflecting
this. El Salvador appears somewhat closed to outsiders: in a 2010 survey, little over six in 10* respondents said that immigrants were welcomed in their area and a
similar proportion thought the same to be true for ethnic and racial minorities; the country placed 68th and 73rd, respectively, on these variables.

SOCIAL CAPITAL: RANKED

Although Salvadorans are often isolated and distrustful of others, religious networks are strong 98

El Salvador suffers poor levels of general social cohesion. Only 18%* of respondents to a 2010 survey reported that they could trust others, and just 43%* had
helped a stranger in the previous month, rates which are both in the bottom half of the Index. Salvadorans are also unlikely to participate in formal social networks:
only 16%* had recently volunteered at an organisation and 20%* had donated to charity, levels which are 71st and 77th in the world, respectively. Access to familial
support networks may also be weak, with only 35%* of Salvadorans reporting being married, among the lowest 20 rates globally. Additionally, a low 76%* of
Salvadorans said they had someone to rely on in difficult times, placing the country 96th overall on this variable. Still, over two-thirds* of people regularly attend a
place of religious worship. indicating relatively strong access to religious support networks.

* Data is taken from the Gallup World Poll ** The terms ‘international’, ‘global’, or ‘world’ are used to reference the 110 Prosperity Index countries, which represent approximately 93%
of the world’s population and 97% of global GDP. The term ‘average’ refers to the average performance in the Index for the referenced variable.
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