




FOR SUCH A T IME AS THIS

The Prosperity Institute’s 
Edington Fellowship

Cultivating prosperity is the aim of the 
Prosperity Institute. To develop flourishing 
families, communities, and nations, we 
research and advocate for effective public 
policies and government institutions. At 
the same time, institutions and laws are 
meaningless without committed public 
servants exercising courage, judgement, 
and leadership in the public square.

Leaders of good character are needed now more than ever.

The traditional underpinnings of our constitution and social 
fabric have been eroded by successive governments. Our 
metropolitan elite lacks vision and is out of touch with our 
heartlands and heritage. This leads to a high-tax economy and 
low-trust society, undermining prosperity.

We need public servants who can lead with the integrity, 
humility, and courage that flow from clarity of vision. 

Our Fellowship programme is an opportunity for rising leaders, 
early in their careers, to deepen understanding, develop skills, 
and cultivate character in a community of like-minded peers.

“...seek the peace 
and prosperity of 

the city...”
 JEREMIAH 29: 7, NIV
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“The next morning at dawn 
he moved his standards to 
Edington and there fought 
bravely and perseveringly.”
ASSER, LIFE OF KING ALFRED.
Translation: Cook, 1905.

INTEGRIT Y,  HUMILIT Y,  AND COURAGE 

Why  
Edington?

The Battle of Edington took place in the year 878 when 
Alfred the Great mustered an army to defend his territory, 
people, and the very idea of the English as a Christian 
people against the ‘Great Heathen Army’ of Viking 
invaders. Against all odds, the Anglo-Saxons snatched 
victory from the jaws of defeat. The battle was a turning 
point, after which he established a legal system inspired 
by Biblical law, created burhs (fortified towns) to enable 
commerce, and invested heavily in promoting literacy and 
a culture of learning. In other words, the battle enabled 
him to build a prosperous nation on a foundation of 
Judeo-Christian values.

Faced with the great challenges of our time, we may be 
tempted to lose hope, feeling that we lack the courage of 
an Alfred to place truth, goodness, and beauty back at the 
heart of our public discourse. 

However, there are notable moments in our history when 
great men and women drove change in challenging 
circumstances through intellectual engagement within 
a cadre of like-minded peers. Examples that inspire this 
Fellowship programme include Edmund Burke, William 
Wilberforce, Hannah More, and Margaret Thatcher.

Through immersion in great works from our Judeo-
Christian civilisation and national heritage, learning and 
working together in different fields relevant to public 
life, the Edington Fellowship programme equips the next 
generation of public leaders. The Fellowship aims to 
cultivate conviction, character, and competence among 
like-minded Fellows seeking to build a more prosperous, 
hope-filled nation.
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What does the 
programme cover?

The broad intellectual contours of the 
programme are shaped by the Prosperity 
Institute’s philosophical perspective. The 
content is taught in a variety of formats, 
including workshops and seminars. 

The programme is organised around 
three pillars: Vision & Virtue, Policy & 
Prosperity and Skills & Statecraft. 
Content within these pillars will be offered 
simultaneously throughout the year so that 
Fellows are offered continuous input on 
aspects of philosophy, public policy, and 
professional development.

At social engagements and in some written 
work, Fellows will be invited to integrate 
what they have learned in different pillars 
and apply it to questions in public affairs 
and their personal vocation.

Seminars on the philosophical roots of 
Western civilization and the Judeo-Christian 
foundations of our law and government.

The three transcendentals of truth, 
goodness and beauty as well as the dignity 
and infinite worth of the human person.

Historical and intellectual foundations of 
British constitutional government and the 
common law.

Understanding our intellectual, cultural, and 
political moment in history.

Lives of outstanding public leaders, 
including figures in Biblical narratives, 
classical civilisation, British history and 
contemporary public service.

The nature of prosperity, understood widely 
as the flourishing of individuals, families and 
nations oriented towards the common good.

Vision & 
Virtue

Expert discussions on practical public policy 
measures to promote prosperity, including 
through:

Limited and accountable government

Liberty of conscience, religion, association, 
expression, markets and trade 

National sovereignty in law, immigration, 
diplomacy and defence

Strong families

Secure neighbourhoods 

Respect for the infinite worth of the human 
person, including in health and social care

Respect for, and defence of, our cultural 
heritage

High standards in education

Policy & 
Prosperity

Training sessions on skills for effective 
public service, in areas such as:

Navigating public institutions in the UK

Working in diplomatic contexts

Public speaking

Broadcast media engagement 

Writing for the press 

Strategic litigation

Policy research and advocacy 

Campaign strategy 

Understanding public finance 

Working with data 

Organisational leadership and management

Negotiation strategy 

Career development

Skills & 
Statecraft
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Respect for the 
dignity and infinite 
worth of the human 

person

 Seeking orientation 
towards truth, 
goodness, and 

beauty in private 
and public life

 Freedom of 
conscience, religion, 

association, 
expression, markets 

and trade

Stewardship of 
our cultural and 
constitutional 

heritage

 Strengthening our 
diplomatic links, 

especially across the 
Anglosphere including 

the United States.

The social 
importance and 

pre-political nature 
of marriage and the 

family

Cultivation of 
character and an 

attitude of service in 
the public square

Small, limited, and 
responsible government 

as requirements of 
justice and conditions 

of prosperity

National sovereignty 
over matters of 

law, defence, and 
immigration

We are not a confessional (religiously 
affiliated) or party-political organisation, 
but approach public affairs out of a deep 
appreciation for our Judeo-Christian 
heritage. This informs our understanding of 
prosperity and the role of government in 
supporting it.

The overarching themes animating our 
orientation towards ethics and policy-
making, include:

Our Focus

Respect for the 
dignity and infinite 
worth of the human 

person

 Seeking truth, 
goodness, and 

beauty in private 
and public life

 Freedom of 
conscience, religion, 

association, 
expression, markets 

and trade

Stewardship over 
our cultural and 
constitutional 

heritage

 Strengthening our 
diplomatic links, 
especially across 
the Anglosphere 

including the United 
States.

The social 
importance and 

pre-political nature 
of marriage and the 

family

Cultivation of 
character and an 

attitude of service in 
the public square

Small, limited, and 
responsible government 

as requirements of 
justice and conditions 

of prosperity

National sovereignty, 
including over matters 

of law, defence, and 
immigration
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https://www.prosperity.com/education/fellowship-programme/
https://www.prosperity.com/education/fellowship-programme/
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